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#EconDev Career Deck - a 
brief presentation outlining 
the economic development 
profession, what we do, what a 
career path can look like, and 
what a “day in the life” is like.

#EconDev Infographic that can 
be used on social media or 
distributed in other areas.
Social Media Posts (below) -
these are draft content and 
graphics that can be used as 
part of a social media 
campaign for EDOs, or 
tweaked based on job 
opportunities.

Toolkit Resources for 
Current Economic 
Developers:

#EconDev - a [great] career doing [good]

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17IuqbpRnj4n3GxWRCb5a2CGk4G4_WpkR4uLqOqwbIcU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kolobg12iaotujt/IEDC%20YP%20Infographic%202018.pdf?dl=0


Next Steps for this Toolkit 
and IEDC Young 
Professionals Advisory 
Committee:
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1. Start using the content within 
your organizations, or ask if 
you can get involved with 
your university’s career 
exploration work.

2. Create a Young Professional 
or career-focused section of 
the IEDC website.

3. Survey IEDC members about 
their educational background 
to better understand the 
sources of economic 
developers
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Social Media Posts

Considering a career change? Economic developers are catalysts for change in their 
communities. Find out more about our open positions here. #EconDev

Did you know that there are over 4,500 job postings for #EconDev each year around the 
country? Learn more about new opportunities here. #ByTheNumbers

#EconDev - a [great] career doing [good]
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Social Media Posts

Bored in your current role? Few careers provide for as much variety and new opportunities 
day-to-day. Learn more about new opportunities here. #EconDev

Ask us about #EconDev career paths here!

#EconDev - a [great] career doing [good]
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#EconDev 
A [great] career doing [good].



Economic developers are catalysts for change in 
their communities. 

By partnering with businesses, nonprofits, and 
others, economic developers empower the people 

in their communities to improve their lives.



#EconDev by the numbers

Over 80% of people in 
economic development 

have a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree.

The median 
salary 

$80k

The size of #EconDev organizations range 
anywhere from a 1-2 person operation to 
those that employ hundreds of people.

4500+ 

job openings 
for economic 
developers 
each year



A day in the life...

● Few careers provide for as much 
variety and day-to-day 
opportunities to meet new people, 
work on interesting projects and 
get access to decisions that can 
shape the future. Sounds like 
hyperbole, but it’s not.

● Prepare to work hard.

Ribbon 
Cutting 
Downtown
- 9am

Acme Biz
Visit
- 2pm

Weekly 
Team 
Meeting - 
1pm

YP 
Networking 
Event - 5pm

Board 
Meeting   
- 7pm

IEDC Annual Conference - Atlanta, GA
Out of the Office

Weekly 
Team 
Meeting - 
1pm

Weekly 
Team 
Meeting - 
1pm

Weekly 
Team 
Meeting - 
1pm

Weekly 
Team 
Meeting - 
1pm

Discuss
Dev Agmt
- 10am

Start 
Planning 
For Trade 
Show
- 9am

IEDC 
Webinar - 
1:30pm

Redesign 
Marketing 
Flyer -
11am

Ribbon 
Cutting 
Ent.Dist.
- 12pm

Biz Visit
- 2pm



What does an #EconDev career path look like?
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r Economic Development 

Manager/Director

Project Manager/
Vice President

City/County/State 
Government

Private #EconDev 
Organization

Private Consulting Firm

Chamber of Commerce



What do economic developers study in college?

A variety of majors:

● Business
● Public Policy / Public Administration 
● Urban Planning
● Public Relations / Communications
● Political Science
● Economics 
● Marketing

But don’t let that limit you - #EconDev has a diversity of backgrounds. 



● Ever wonder why your a business chooses to locate in a certain area? 
Economic developers work on company location decisions like Amazon’s 
second headquarters location or your favorite restaurant’s new location.

● Assisting companies with finding new talent for their job openings
● Working to revitalize underserved neighborhoods
● Assisting entrepreneurs
● Making downtowns more exciting 
● Organizations that hire economic developers include the public sector 

(cities, counties), non-profits, private businesses and colleges / universities

Some of the things #EconDev involves...



Learn more about careers in #EconDev

www.IEDConline.org
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